
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 




BUILDING OF THE MINNEAPOLIS INSTITUTE OF ARTS AS PLANNED 



THE MINNEAPOLIS INSTITUTE 
OF ARTS 

IN January, 1883, the Minneapolis 
Society of Fine Arts was incorporated 
"to advance the knowledge and love of 
art through the exhibition of works of 
art, lectures upon subjects pertaining to 
art, the acquisition of books and papers 
for the formation of an art library, and 
such other means of aesthetic and general 
culture as come within the province of 
similar associations." In pursuit of this 
policy numerous lectures were given and 
loan exhibitions arranged under the aus- 
pices of the Society. In the spring of 
1886, the Society established an Art School, 
with Douglas Volk as its first director. 
The development of the school has been 
marked by continuous growth and progress 
under Mr. Volk and later under Robert 
Koehler, the second director of the school. 
The Catalogue of the first loan exhibition 
of the Society, held in November, 1883, 
contained the statement that it was the 
eventual purpose of the Society "to estab- 
lish a permanent museum of fine arts." 
This idea gradually took shape, and at a 
dinner held at the Minneapolis Club 
January 10, 191 1, announcement was made 
that Mr. Clinton Morrison stood ready to 
offer as a gift a ten-acre plot of ground in 
the heart of the residence district, on 24th 
Street between Stevens and Third Avenue 
South, to enable the Minneapolis Society 
of Fine Arts to erect thereon a suitable 
building or buildings for an art museum 
and school of art, provided at least $500,000 
should be contributed for the erection of 
such a building. Immediately following 
this announcement, a letter from Mr. 



William H. Dunwoody was read, in which 
he declared his willingness to contribute 
the sum of $100,000 toward the required 
fund. Before the meeting adjourned a 
total of $365,000 had been pledged, be- 
sides the gift of the building site, which is 
valued at about $250,000. Additional 
contributions soon raised the total beyond 
the specified amount. 

The Society was then in a position to 
have plans prepared for a building. In 
the fall of 191 1, a selected group of archi- 
tects were invited to compete. The design 
finally selected by the jury of award was 
that submitted by McKim, Mead, and 
White of New York. The program 
called for a building, which when finished 
would involve an expenditure of about 
$3,000,000, and would embrace not only 
accommodations for the museum and for 
the art school, but also a large auditorium 
to be available for the use of the Minne- 
apolis Symphony Orchestra. For present 
needs only a part of the building has been 
erected, at a cost of about $540,000. The 
contract was let in August, 19 12. 

The building, when completed, will 
form a hollow square, divided into two 
courts by a central extension consisting of 
a two-storied hall flanked by side galleries. 
Of this building, which will eventually 
cover the entire tract, only one section of 
the central extension and part of the main 
facade on 24th Street have been con- 
structed. The building consists of three 
stories and a sub-basement. The main 
facade is constructed of white Hardwick 
granite. It is classical in design and 
eminently successful in its beauty of 
proportions and dignified simplicity, al- 
though it will not be complete until the 
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two side extensions are built. Four city 
blocks of land adjoining the building site 
on the north have been acquired by the 
city for a park and will afford a "beautiful 
approach to the building. The plan for the 
park is now being worked out under the 
direction of the Board of Park Com- 
missioners. 

The official title of the new museum is 
The Minneapolis Institute of Arts. For 
the purchase of works of art the museum 
will have the income of $1,000,000, the 
munificent endowment received upon the 
death, in February, 19 14, of the President 
of the Society and its early benefactor, 
William Hood Dunwoody. After ten 
years the Trustees have the right to ex- 
pend for the purchase of works of art, in 
addition to the income from this endow- 
ment, a sum not to exceed 5 per cent of the 
principal per year. Other generous friends 
of the Institute have shown their interest 
in many ways: The Martin B. Koon 
Memorial Collection is composed of a 
group of contemporary American paint- 
ings of the highest quality, given to the 
Institute by Mrs. Charles Cranston Bovey 
and Mrs. Charles Deere Velie, in memory 
of their father. Mr. John S. Bradstreet 
has undertaken the decoration of a room 
in which he will install an interesting 
selection from his collection of works of 
art. Mr. Frank W. Little has given to the 
Society a large and important collection of 
Japanese prints. Several other gifts of 
paintings, sculpture, and decorative arts 
have been made by various friends of the 
Institute. The Society owns a small col- 
lection of paintings acquired in recent 
years, and many purchases have been made 
during the last year for exhibition in the 
new museum. 

For the present, at least, the ground floor 
will be devoted largely to the use of the Art 
School. On this floor will also be the re- 
ceiving and delivery room, kitchen, lunch 
room, the office of the Superintendent of 
the building, and temporary store rooms. 
Larger storage facilities are afforded by 
rooms in the sub-basement. Should the 
school be accommodated in a separate 
building, this floor will then be used for 
administration purposes, including a large 



lecture hall and library. For the time 
being, the administration offices, the 
library, and lecture hall are provided for 
in several of the galleries on the main 
floor. 

Other galleries on the main floor are to be 
devoted to the exhibition of sculptures, 
paintings, and decorative arts of the prin- 
cipal periods up to the nineteenth century. 
There will be five of these period rooms: 
a Gothic room, a Renaissance room, a 
seventeenth century room, and two for the 
eighteenth century. In these rooms will 
be assembled paintings, sculptures, and 
other works of art of the different periods. 
There will also be a large gallery devoted 
to Oriental art. When the administration 
offices are removed to the ground floor, 
the galleries thus freed will be devoted to 
the exhibition of the older periods of art 
and will permit an expansion of the Oriental 
collection. 

In the corridors and three connecting 
galleries there will be exhibited a care- 
fully selected collection of casts, the gift of 
Mr. Russell M. Bennett. The casts will 
eventually be placed in another part of the 
completed building, where a large archi- 
tectural hall with side galleries will be 
provided for their installation. 

The upper floor, with top-lighted gal- 
leries, will be used for the exhibition of the 
permanent collection of modern pictures 
and for loan collections. A series of 
alcoves in one of the long corridors will 
afford attractive opportunities for the 
arrangement of collections of prints, draw- 
ings, and small sculptures. 

The building is rapidly nearing com- 
pletion, and it is hoped that it will be 
possible to have the opening exhibition in 
November of this year. 

Joseph Breck. 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

THE Cleveland Museum of Art 
was incorporated in June, 19 13, 
as a self-perpetuating Board of 
Trustees to conduct the museum 
building now being erected jointly by the 
John Huntington Art and Polytechnic 
Trust and the Horace Kelley Art Founda- 
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